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Chapter Two    Pages 20 - 36

1. Write a definition for the underlined words using context clues or a dictionary.

a. “Each league carried John farther from Brierly and closer to the new life that awaited
him.”(p. 20)

league –

b. “Wagons and coaches, men on horseback, and people on foot pulling carts and carrying
baskets all headed up and down each side of the road.  The dirt changed to cobbles.”(p. 23)

cobbles –

c. “The Amazon was provisioned and many of the sailors were aboard.”(p. 24)

provisioned –

d. “High above the deck, sailors checked rigging and tightened lines that secured the sails.” 
(p. 25)

rigging –
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e. “John could smell tar and scrubbed wood and the scent of the men who berthed here.”(p. 26)

berthed –

Answer the following questions using complete sentences in paragraph form. Refer back to the
novel in order to provide details and support from the story for your answers.

2. Why did John have to wear a wig?
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3. How did Lord MacNeil’s personality seem to change once he arrived in Plymouth?

4. Describe the H.M.S. Amazon with as much detail as possible.
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5. What goods and supplies were available to be purchased in the Plymouth marketplace?

6. When a situation is said to be “ironic” it means that what is thought to be true or expected is
really the opposite of what actually is.

What is ironic about the old woman who is selling lemons and limes in the marketplace?
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A “simile” compares two things using the words like or as.

For example: “Laughter rose and fell like the tide” (p. 21)

There are two other similes in this chapter. Try to find them and copy them down.

7.

8.

At age 13, John MacNeil was about to begin an incredible journey of discovery and growth.

Chronicle his journeys by recording the details of his travel.

As you read about a journey or trip in the novel, record the details in the “Travel Log of John
MacNeil”

Try to make your data as complete and accurate as possible. It was from this type of log or
journal that historians obtained much of our understanding of and insights into the past!
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Travel Log of John MacNeil

Departed
From When Destination Mode of

Travel
Length of
Journey

Traveling
Companions


